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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 23100 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS EG DJ 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN CONCERNS RE DJIBOUTI SITUATION 

REF: CAIRO 22578 

1 . MFA UNDERSECRETARY AHMED OSMAN. WHO IS MOST FREQUENT 
CRITIC OF U.S. POLICY IN UPPER RANKS OF FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

HAD RARE PRAISE FOR CURRENT U.S. APPROACH TO DJIBOUTI. 

OSMAN TOLD AMBASSADOR DECEMBER 27 THAT DEMARCHE PRESENTED 
BY POLCOUNS TO MFA AFRICAN DIRECTOR SIDQI DECEMBER 22 

MADE VERY GOOD SENSE AND HE AGREED WITH IT. HE PARTICU- 
LARLY PRAISED DESIRABILITY OF DJIBOUTI MAINTAINING 
BALANCED RELATIONS WITH BOTH ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. 

2. OSMAN THOUGHT GOE SPECIAL MISSION TO DJIBOUTI MIGHT 
DEPART ON DECEMBER 29 BUT HE WAS NOT CERTAIN. HE ALSO 
SAID IT POSSIBLE MISSION WILL BE HEADED BY MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS BUTROS GHALI. IN THIS EVENT, 
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OSMAN WOULD STILL ACCOMPANY. ETT.TS 
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